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Frequently Asked Questions regarding the COVID-19 vaccine answered by the Franklin County 
Department of Health. 

 
What are the various Covid-19 vaccines? 
There are three vaccine candidates waiting for approval from the Federal Drug Administration and, after 
that, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will discuss who will get the vaccine first. The vaccines 
are made by three different companies: Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca.   Earlier this month, Governor 
Cuomo announced that if the Pfizer vaccine is approved as safe and effective, New York State will receive 
170,000 doses by mid-December.  Franklin County is anticipating receiving a limited supply of the Covid-19 
vaccines for Health Care Providers in December. Availability of the vaccines will likely increase in the weeks 
and months to follow. 
 

Who will receive the vaccine first? 
The first doses of a much anticipated Covid-19 vaccine are expected to arrive soon in our region, and Health 
Care workers will be among the first group to receive it.  Public Health leaders are planning and working to 
be ready to deliver these vaccines as soon as they arrive. 
 

How many doses will I need?  
All three potential vaccines require two doses.   
 

How do the vaccines work? 
The Pfizer and Moderna candidates use a new messenger RNA (ribonucleic acid) technology in their 
vaccines. Both vaccines use a strip of genetic material to instruct cells to build the spike protein on the 
surface of the coronavirus which teaches the immune system to recognize the real coronavirus.  The 
AstraZeneca vaccine uses a harmless adenovirus from a chimpanzee, which has been engineered in the lab 
to include genes from Sars-Cov-2, the coronavirus that causes Covid-19. When the genetically modified 
adenovirus is injected into human cells, they make coronavirus proteins that prime the immune system to 
respond to future infections with Sars-Cov-2. 
 

What should I do while waiting to get vaccinated? 
Until a vaccine arrives, it is strongly recommended that county residents continue to follow all of the safety 
measures that have been in place since March - wear face coverings, distance by 6 feet or more, wash 
hands often, and disinfect frequently touched surfaces.  During the colder months, limiting indoor 
socializing with people from other households is important. Gather outside, in groups of 10 or less, 
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whenever possible or make use of virtual meeting platforms to visit with friends and non-household family 
members as safely as possible. 

 


